IELTS Academic Reading Short Answer Questions
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Example for Short Answer Questions

Answer questions 1-4 which are based on the reading passage below.

Friedrich Nietzche

On October 15, 1844, Freidrich Nietzche was born in Germany. He became a great
philosophical figure in Western Philosophy. Some of his popular works are Thus
Spoke Zarathusthra and Human, All-Too-Human. He viewed as Nazi icon because
some section of his is used to promote ideology. One of his famous statements is
“God is dead”. It subtly indicates that values are dead and people are disoriented
and devastated.

One of his famous philosophical ideas is “The Will to Power”. He claims that there
are two aspects to this idea. First, he believed that the world, matter, and
knowledge is always in flux and he believed that the core of this change is the will
to power. Second, it expresses dominance and independence, it could also be



turned on oneself and will attain mastery. His philosophy is life-affirming, which
embraces change and believes change is the only constant.

Nietzche sequenced animals, humans and then the overman. If a man was able
to control his instincts and impulses and achieved some significant things, then he
stopped being animals. This indicates that our will to power is directed inwards
rather than outwards. If it is directed outwards, it amounts to controlling others. On
the contrary, if it is directed inwards, then he can become master to himself. He
proclaimed that self-mastery leads humans to become overman.

Questions 1-4
Answer the questions below.
Choose NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS AND/OR A NUMBER from the passage
for each answer.
1. Where was Friedrich Nietzche born?
2. What is Friedrich Nietzche’s famous statement?
3. How many aspects are there in the Will to Power?
4. How human will become if they practice self-mastery?

Answers

(Note: The text in italics is from the reading passage and shows the location
from where the answer is taken or inferred. The text in the regular font
explains the answer in detail.)

1. Germany

Explanation: Paragraph 1 - On October 15, 1844, Freidrich Nietzche was born in
Germany.

2. God is dead

Explanation: Paragraph 1 - One of his famous statements is “God is dead”. It
subtly indicates that values are dead and people are disoriented and devastated.
3. Two

Explanation: Paragraph 2 - One of his famous philosophical ideas is “The Will to
Power”. He claims that there are two aspects to this idea.

4. Overman (or) become overman

Explanation: Paragraph 3 - He proclaimed that self-mastery leads humans to
become overman.



