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PREFACE

. k is meant to help the S s .
This boo ] P average student erack the IELTS essay. Over 13 years of my IELTS coaching

: 1as taught me a lot ; ) ’
experience l 5 ot about what al| would help the students do better in the w

riting module of the [ELTS.
Over the years, [ have seen fairly

good students getting 7+ in the other modules of the IELTS, fall to less than 6
pands in the writing module, but | ay

¢ also seen those with less than 6 in the other modules, get a 6 in writing. Over
the years, I have coached thousands of students, checked their writings almost every day, and so I somehow know
what preciscly they have written in their exam, From their writing band scores, 1 have made important deductions as
1o what works, and what does not work in an IELTS essay.

The IELTS essay has to have a plan. Time spent on the plan, is time well invested. A plan is surely going to produce

an essay, which works. A crisp, but brief and to-the-point introduction and conclusion, and two to three well planned

paragraphs with relevant topic sentences, is all that is needed for the IELTS essay.

This book has 440+ essays seen in the actual IELTS exams, most of which have been repeated many times. Valuable

contributions have been made to the book by Indroop Singh (Head of Makkar IELTS Centre, opposite Bus Stand
Phagwara), Sumeet Kaur (Head of Chandigarh Branch), Ravpreet Singh (Head of Mohali Centre) and Mrs Anupam
Kaur (looking after the online students). This book would not have been possible without their efforts.

Hope you enjoy going through the essays in the book.

Kiranpreet Kaur Makkar
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General Introduction

The IELTS essay is the second part of the writing section of the IELTS test. It requires you to write an academic

essay with the minimum word count of 250, within a period of 40 minutes. There is no limit to the maximum
word count. This part takes up 2/3'¢ of the overall score of the writing section.

Each essay is marked with 4 different criteria, which share equal proportion of the overall band score.

Category What it means is that the examinee
Task Response 1

. Answers the question fully and relevantly
2. Gives a position or opinion
3. Gives and develops ideas

Coherence and y |

. Organises the writing, showing progression
Cohesion

Makes the sentences and parts fit together
3. Organises paragraphs well

=

Lexical Resource 1. Use arange of words
2. Uses those words accurately

Grammatical Range 1. Uses arange of grammar
and Accuracy 2. Uses that grammar accurately

One important point to understand is that you need to achieve all the descriptors to achieve the matching IELTS
band score. All the descriptors are connected, and you must look at them all.

www.makkarielts.com i
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Source: www.ielts.org

Cohesion and Coherence

LR — Lexical Resource

GRA- Grammatjcy

[ Task Response Range and Accuragy
Band 6 | - Add;ess all parts of - Arrange information - Use an adequate range of | - dUse a m
the task although some and ideas coherently and | vocabulary for the task ?n complex sentence
parts may be more fully have is a clear overall - Attempttouseless : -orrgs i
covered than others progression common vocabulary but wit ea le to
- Present a relevant - Use cohesive devices some inaccuracy communicate,
position although the effectively, but cohesion | - F.Se able to alth’ough you may
conclusions may become | within and/or between communicate, although you make some errors in
unclear or repetitive sentences may be faulty may have some errors in grammar and
- Present relevant main | or mechanical spelling and/or word punctuation (but they
ideas but some may be - Use referencing clearly | formation (but they should rarely reduce
inadequately or appropriately, not impede communication) | communication)
developed/unclear although at some places
there may be flaws
- Use paragraphing, but
not always logically
Band7 } addresses all parts of - Logically organize - Use a sufficient range of - Use a variety of
the task information and ideas; vocabulary to allow some complex structures
- presents a clear and have a clear flexibility and precision - Produce frequent
position throughout progression throughout - Use less common lexical error-free sentences
the response - Use arange of items with some awareness - Have good control
L presents, extends and | cohesive devices of style and collocation of grammar and
supports main ideas, appropriately although - may produce occasional punctuation but may
but there may be a there may be some errors in word choice, make a few errors
tendency to under-use or over-use spelling and/or word
overgeneralize and/or | - Present aclear central | formation
supporting ideas may | topic within each
lack focus paragraph
Band 8 | - Sufficiently addressall | - Sequence information | - Use a wide range of - Use a wide range
parts of the task and ideas logically vocabulary fluently and of structures
- Presentawell- - Manage all aspects of | flexibly to convey precise - Write a majority of
developed response to cohesion well meanings error-free sentences
the question with - Use paragraphing - Skillfully use uncommon - Make only very
relevant, extended and | sufficiently and lexical items but there may occasional errorsor
| supported ideas. | appropriately be occasional inaccuracies in | inappropriacies
L KR O N 3 | 3% e : ‘word choice and collocation, | | %
4 : o0 and you have only rare efrors o5
in spelling and/or word :
it Ve : ‘formation e 1
Band 9 | - Fully addressall parts | - Use cohesioninsucha | - Use a wide range of - Use a wide range
of the task way that it attracts no vocabulary with very natural | of structures with full
- Present a well- attention and sophisticated control of | flexibility and
developed response to - Skillfully manage lexical features; rare minor accuracy, with rare
the question with paragraphing errors occur only as ‘slips’ minor errors occurfing
relevant, extended and only as ‘slips’
supported ideas.
________,_-—"
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Common Essay Questions

Four different types of IELTS Essays

1. Opinion essays
* Opinion 1-Agree/Disagree.
* Opinion 2 - s this a positive or a negative development.
* Opinion 3 - Do you think that the advantages are more than the disadvantages.
2. Discuss essays
3. Problem and solution essays
4. Direct question essays (some might be two questions)

General things to know about any type of IELTS essay

The key to writing a good IELTS essay is uniformity throughout the essay. The introduction, the body paragraphs
and the conclusion should convey the same thing.

The three elements of an essay
1. Introduction
2. Body Paragraphs
3. Conclusion

Introduction has two elements - Essay topic paraphrasing and thesis statement. So, to write a good
introduction you need to write one sentence to introduce the topic, which can be done by paraphrasing
the question and the second sentence to answer the question.

Body Paragraphs have three elements - Topic sentence, points and supporting points.

Conclusion - It Is the repetition of the opinion/thesis but in a different way. It may also include a

suggestion.

www.makkarielts.com iii
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Thesis statement . _ , .
An essay’s thesis is only one sentence long, but it is the most important sentence in the entire essay. The reasy,

for this is because it is the sentence that states our opinion in relation to what is being asked of us by the esg,
question. A thesis is very easy to write. Often, the thesis will reflect and even borrow _words from the essy

question. However, 3 good thesis cannot be written without a proper plan.

Example Sentences

From Essay Number 1: | believe that interview is reliable method, but there are many other methods which o
equally good, and the choice is on the recruiters as to which method they find suitable for their need.

From Essay Number 4: Personally, | believe that making young people do voluntary work would be very beneficj;
for the youth as well as for the society, and the negative effects of such an approach would be negligible.

Topic sentence

A topic sentence is the most important sentence in a paragraph. Sometimes referred to as a focus sentence, th
topic sentence helps organize the paragraph by summarizing the information in the paragraph. In formal writing
the topic sentence is usually the first sentence in a paragraph. To understand the importance of a topi
sentence, one should look at the band descriptors task 2 for band 7, cohesion and coherence, where it is writte
— “present a clear central topic within each paragraph”. So, the topic sentence helps the examiner understan
the central theme of each paragraph.

Example Sentences

From Essay Number 1: There are many reasons why interview is preferred by some employers for hiring ne\
employees

From Essay Number 40: There are many obvious benefits of going abroad to work along with family.

www.makkarielts.com i
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The Opinion Essay

Opinion 1 - Agree/Disagree.
Opinion 2 —Is this a positive or negative development.
Opinion 3 — Are the advantages more than the disadvantages.

Opinion 1 - Agree/Disagree Essay (The most commonl
are agree/disagree essays)

In these essays the question asks for YOUR views.

y asked essay type — Nearly 160 essays in this book

A. Strongly one-sided view
Introduction - Paraphrase the topic, then state a strong opinion (e.g. | completely agree)

Body paragraph 1: explain reasons for YOUR opinion
Body paragraph 2: explain some more reasons for YOUR opinion

Body paragraph 3: Explain reasons for why the opposite opinion is wrong. (If you do not have the
points, you can go for more reasons for your opinion)

Conclusion: Reiterate your view

B. You are one sided but at the same time you do not wish to say that the other side is totally wrong
From the structure of a one-sided essay, you can see that you can put the other side in your essay and
yet be one sided. But there are a few topics in which you have no option but to acknowledge the other

side. In such essays | have seen students struggling with the thesis statement. So, please learn how to
write a thesis statement for such essays.

C. Where the question has two parts and you agree with one, but disagree with the other

Example: Some children find some subjects such as mathematics and philosophy too difficult to learn,
so some people argue that those subjects should be optional rather than compulsory. To what extent do
you agree or disagree? (essay number 74 in this book)

While brainstorming the ideas, the thesis | reach is that mathematics should be compulsory, but
philosophy optional. So, it would be wrong to agree or disagree with the entire statement. My thesis
would be - | believe that mathematics should be compulsory in schools even if students find it difficult,
but philosophy can be made optional. Remember, there is no need to force the word agree or disagree
in the intro. Your opinion should reflect that.

www.makkarielts.com v
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mple: . .
ﬁtﬁ:{;ﬁ;:ﬁehgve badly should their parents take responsibility and also be punished? State yoyr

r and give your reasons. o :
w;::l Iookcged at the above question, | felt that parents are definitely responsible, but they shoyq ,
be punished. S0, my thesis statement would be — While parents should be held responsible for the

actions of their child, punishing them would be wrong.

Opinion 2 - Is this a positive or a negative development (about 36 essays in this book are of this ty

Example: It has been seen that recently many parents are sending their children to boarding schooys
it a positive or a negative development?

Thére are three options with a student

= —

B. Discussing both sides but
favouring one.

“"A. Completely one sided C. Completely Balanced

*Completely Negative eHaving negatives but *Equally positive and
«Completely Positive overall positive negative
eHaving positives but overall
negative

Let’s take the same example we discussed earlier and discuss how to achieve the conformity for allt
three approaches - completely one sided, balanced and discussing both sides but overall favoring o
side.

It has been seen that recently many parents are sending their children to boarding schools. Is it a posit
or a negative development?

«Rephrasing the question

Introduction «Opinion

*Topic Sentences
*Points

Body Paragraphs

Conclusion *Repetition of opinion
in a different way

www.makkarielts.com
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Completely one sided (Positive)

Introduction

Itis irrefutable that enrolling children in boarding schools is becoming more and more popular. |

believe that sending children to boarding schools is beneficial for them and leads to their holistic
development.

B.P.-1

There are many reasons why | believe that sending children to boarding school is beneficial for
them.

Reason 1:

Reason 2

B.P.-2 Same tone continues
Another reason is that.......

Reason 1:
Reason 2

Conclusion

In summary, | would like to reiterate that the trend of sending children to boarding schools is a
positive development.

Body
Parapgrahs

Introduction 1 Conclusion

3

Positive
Development

See all three parts of the essay are completely in sync with each other and support the completely
positive side.

www.makkarielts.com vii
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Discussing both sides but favoring one side (Having positives but overall negative)

Introduction . . -
It is irrefutable that enrolling children in boarding schools is becoming more an popular,

While | believe that sending children to boarding schools is beneficial for them in some ways, j
is detrimental for them in the long run.

B.P.-1

Sending children to boarding schools can have a few benefits
Benefit 1:

Benefit 2

for children and their families

B.P.-2 Tone change

Despite the benefits, | believe that studying in boarding schools is detrimental for children
ultimately.

Reason 1:

Reason 2:

Reason 3

Conclusion
In summary, | would like to reiterate that although the trend of sending can be considered
positive to some extent, it is a negative development overall.

Body
Parapgrahs

Introduction Conclusion

Some
positives
but overall
negative

See all three parts of the essay are completely in sync with each other and support the overall
negative opinion despite the few benefits.
Please note a good essay in this case will have more points in favor of negative than positive as

the overall opinion favors negative. To make it easier, the student should preferably write two
paragraphs for negative and only one for positive.

I www.makkarielts.com  viii
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Equally positive and negative
Introduction

Itisirrefutable that enrolling children in boarding schools is becoming more and more popular: I
believe that sending children to boarding schools, is beneficial in some ways and detrimental in
other ways, and thus | would consider it to be both a positive as well as a negative development.

B.P.-1

sending children to boarding schools can have a few benefits for children and their families
Benefit 1:

Benefit 2

B.P.-2 Tone change

Despite the benefits, | believe that adverse consequences of sending children to boarding schools
cannot be ignored.

Effect 1:
Effect 2

Conclusion

In summary, | would like to reiterate that the trend of sending can be considered equally positive
and negative.

Body
Parapgrahs

IntroductionL I i Conclusion

Equally
positive
and
negative

See all three parts of the essay are completely in sync with each other and support the balanced
opinion. :

For a balanced opinion — one should have the same number of points in favor of positive and
negative side.

Please note:

The first type of agree/disagree essay in which you completely agree or disagree has the same
format as the first type of positive/negative development essay. These are more or less the same.
The second type of agree/disagree essay in which you mention both sides but favour one side
has the same format as the second type of positive/negative development essay. These are more
or less the same.

www.makkarielts.com ix
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Opinion 3 — Do you think the advantages of ...... are more than the disadvantages

(about 40 essays are of this type)

Is this a positive or a negative development essay, except that you canngy
both sides, but state clearly what

t they say — | will discuss botp, -
hether the advantages or the

This type of essay matches the ;
mention only the advantages or disadvantages. You have to mention

is more. The mistake that students do in such types of essays is tha
advantages and disadvantages of .., but they do not mention W

disadvantages are more.

Discuss Essay Template

(About 106 essays are of this type, which makes it the second most frequently asked essay type).
Example: Some people believe that studying literature is important for individual character building while others
think it is a waste of time. Discuss both points of view and provide your own opinion. (Essay number 89)

Intro:
People are divided on the importance of the study of literature. Some individuals hold the opinion that studying

literature is significant for developing a person’s personality, whereas others think that it is futile to study
literature. In this essay | shall analyse both perspectives. | am personally in favour of the former view.

Body Paragraph 1:
Those who say that studying literature, such as poetry and prose, is useless give their reasons as follows.

Body Paragraph 2:
On the other hand, there are many reasons why some people assert that it is very essential to study literature.

Body Paragraph 3:
| believe that it is imperative to study literature. Apart from the above-mentioned benefits, it expands oul

vocabulary.

Conclusion: To sum up, it is definitely worthwhile to study literature as it shapes personality, creates awarenes
about culture and tradition and polishes language skills too.

www.makkarielts.com X
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Causes/ Problems/ Solution Essay

(about 60 essays are this type).
Useful sentences for the intro of a problem solution essay

1. The Tssue of . uiiieaserssenses has caused considerable concern

% What factors lead to this phenomenon and what can be done to solve the problem will be discussed in
this essay. OR

3. It is crucial that we analyze the causes of this disturbing issue and explore the effective solutions.

Useful sentences to begin the reasons paragraph

1: There are a number of reasons for this (expand by saying what the word ‘this’ refers to) phenomenon.
OR

2. The following reasons should be taken into consideration. OR

3. It is obvious that the causes of ................. are diverse.

Useful sentences to begin the solution paragraph
Do NOT write — Ba-the-otherhand there are some solutions to address the problem

1 The issue of s.cazia should be well taken into consideration. To address the problem, many steps can
be taken. OR

2. | strongly suggest that effective steps be taken as soon as possible to address the problem of ................

OR

3. Looking at the reasons, | think there are some ways to deal with the problem. OR

There are many reasons which result in this unpleasant phenomenon, and something should be done
as soon as possible to mitigate/alleviate/ameliorate the problem.

Useful conclusions of a problem solution essay

1. To conclude, this disturbing problem is attributed to many factors and | believe with the joint efforts of
the individuals and the government, it can be eventually resolved.

OR

2. To conclude, several factors contribute to ....... . | am convinced that many steps can be taken to solve
(mitigate, ameliorate, alleviate, lessen, tackle) this disturbing problem.

Miscellaneous Essays

Essay which cannot be categorized under any broad topic such as education, environment, job, family, crime
and media etc. | would suggest looking into these past essays — 84, 105, 113, 120, 161, 173, 182, 189, 207,
222, 226, 244, 251, 261, 280, 290, 296, 298, 299, 309, 328, 377, 392, 416, 425, 428,

www.makkarielts.com Xi
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Linking Words for |[ELTS Essay 9

i sitional words are one
Linking words, sometimes called as cohesive devices, dlscoyrse markers oztt’f:\enand o of t
most important parts of the IELTS Writing module as they bring overall stru !

ds as Firstly, secondly, Furthermore, Howey,
hey tend to either overuse these words or
e used judiciously in your essay in order

Most of the students pursuing IELTS exam, know these wor
etcetera. But, once the students become aware about them, t
them inappropriately. So please make sure, that the linking words ar
get a high band score for Coherence and Cohesion.

Following is a list of the linking words that you can use in your essay, categorized according to the use.

e Sequencing - Firstly, Secondly, Next, Then, After, To begin with, First of all ‘
e Addition - And, also, Furthermore, What is more, Moreover, Additionally, To further strengthen this viey

another point/fact/factor is

e Contrast- In comparison, On the other hand, In Contrast, On the contrary,
Although, Having said that, That said

e Comparison - Also, equally, similarly, likewise, compared with

e Adding examples - For example, For instance, To illustrate, To cite an example, To exemplify

e Result - So, therefore, As a result, thus, because, consequently, owing to this

e Highlighting - In particular, especially, mainly, particularly, above all

e Restating - In other words, Put more simply, rather, in simple terms

e Conclusion - To sum up, To conclude, To summarise, In conclusion

Admittedly, Howeve,

Useful phrases:

e Notonly... but also

e This coupled with (to state an additional related point)

e Undoubtedly, Without a doubt, Indubitably (To state a fact)

e To state further points supporting the same view/point:

e Moreover, Furthermore, What's more, In addition, Additionally, To further strengthen m
viewpoint, another point/fact/factor is

e To state opposite view/points:

 In contrast, By contrast, On the other hand, However, Having said that, That said

e Tostate an advantage regardless of a fact or evidence: Despite this, Nevertheless, Nonetheles!
Notwithstanding.

www.makkarielts.com xil
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during their lifetime.

development

INDEX
r—Page TOpiC Type Category
No.
1. lnte'rvievy vs. other methods for hiring Agree/Disagree Job
2. Social skills as important as qualifications Agree/disagree Job
3. Mo.re ir'n.portance given to qualifications than to personal traits | Positive or negative Job
while hiring. development
4} Young adults and unpaid community work Are advantages more Job
s than disadvantages
5. Older people have to compete with younger people at the | Problem/solution Job
workplace
6. Young pec_ip"? hold the important positions in the government. | Discuss and opine Job
Some say it is good, others say it is unsuitable
| 7. Retirement age should be extended. (agree) Agree/Disagree Job (12/1/19)
8. Retirement age should be extended. (disagree) Agree/Disagree Job (12/1/19)
9. There should be a limit on salaries. Agree/Disagree Job
10. Fat pay packet for senior management workers is good. Agree/Disagree Joh
11, The leaders or directors of organizations are often older people. | Agree/Disagree Job
Young people can also be a leader.
12, Maternity leave Are advantages more Job
than disadvantages
13. Women in the army and police jobs Discuss Job (26/1/19)
14. Should a person do one job OR change jobs Discuss Job
15. Why people don't do one work for life. How people can prepare | Direct question Job
for work in the future
16. Employees lack in basic interpersonal skills such as lack of ability | Problem/solution Job
to work with colleagues as a team.
17. Work from home can benefit only employee not employer Agree/Disagree lob
/7, 18. Is money is the most important criteria for work. Agree/Disagree Job
19. The best way to learn other cultures is to work in multinational | Agree/Disagree Job
organizations.
20. Should companies give importance to employees OR customers. | Discuss Job
21. Should adult youths work for the communities voluntarily OR get | Discuss Job
paid?
22. Long average working hours are good for economic success, but | Agree/Disagree Job
have negative social consequences.
23. Spending much less time in office can reduce the use of energy. | Are advantages more Job
So, companies should close for some days a week. than disadvantages
24, If people have a choice between working and not working, they | Agree/Disagree Job
would choose not to work.
25. Job satisfaction Vs Job security Discuss Job
26. Should young people be free to choose their job, OR be realistic | Discuss Job
27. Factors contributing to job satisfaction. How realistic to expect job | Direct question Job
satisfaction
28. Should new teachers and doctors should work in rural areas for a | Discuss lob
few years, OR should be free to choose where they work.
29. Temporary jobs Are advantages more Job
than disadvantages
30. People change their career and place of residence several times | Positive or negative Job
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Disagree lob
orts and Agree/
31. Doctors, nurses and teachers should be paid more thansp . x
entertainment celebs. mployees. positive OF negative lob
32. Some countries have a law to limit working hours for emp development - — N
Why? — b applicant positive of negative Job
33. In some countries, it is illegal for companies to reject job app Jopment
develop - —
for their age. bars of | Positive o negative Job
34, Nowadays, some workplaces tend to employ equal numbe development
men and women workers e | isagree m
- b Agree/Disag
35. There should be a quota for women in high leVgllo_S_-_________G- Direct question " op
36. Benefits of requiring young people to serve the army.
community work a good alternative? . - = Wa_gree S
37. Rich countries should not employ skilled labour rom P
countries i Job
] - - blem/solution Job
38. People aim to achieve a balance between their work and lives, but Pro (20/7/10)
few people achieve it i T
m/solution Job
39. Young people are leaving their homes in the rural areas to go and | Proble /
work in the cities e
- i es more J
40. Many people leave their country to work abroad and take their Are ad.vantag ob
family with them than disadvantages e,
41. Youth unemployment. Problem/solut:eon EdL:cOb'
42. | Students should learn academic subjects and NOT cookery, Agree/Disagre ation
dressmaking and woodwork. - F—
43. | Increasing usage of computers and mobile phones has had a Agree/Disagree ucation
negative effect on reading and writing skills. - .
44. | Now a lot of people in college are doing academic study. We Agree/Disagree Education
should encourage them to learn vocational skill
45, To be successful, you need a university education, whereas others | Discuss Education
say it is not true.
46. Should healthy eating and importance of healthy food taught in | Discuss Education
schools OR parents.
47. Some say history has nothing or little to tell us, but others think it Discuss Education
can help us better understand the present.
48. Government should invest more money in teaching science than | Agree/Disagree Education
other subjects
49. Should teenagers concentrate on all school subjects OR on the | Discuss Education
subject they are best at. (2/3/19)
50. Should secondary schools provide education on a range of | Discuss Education
subjects OR on a narrow range
51. University students should not focus on one subject and learn a | Agree/Disagree Education
range of other subjects.
52. Unpaid internships - How beneficial for the student as well as the | Direct question Education
company or institution?
53. Fewer people today write by hand using a pen, pencil or brush. | Positive or negative Education
Reasons. : development
54. It is unnecessary to teach children about the skills of handwriting. Agree/Disagree Education
5S. School starting age should be 4 OR 7 Discuss E ducation
56. Should teachers te.?ch students what is right and wrong OR should | Discuss Education
only teach academics
i children to learn foreign | i TRORETECT
57. It is better for r Ign language at primary school | Are advantages more Education
than secondary school. than disadvant
= ” - vantages
58. The advantages of English as a “global language” wi - .
I oo guag Il outweigh the Agree/Disagree Education
__—-—-/
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59. | Itis better to teach language students in small classes, OR big | Discuss Education
classes
60. | A forejg" Ianguag.e should not be mandatory at school Agree/Disagree Education
61. Teaclu'ng‘ a foreign language to primary school students is | Are advantages more Education
essential in some countries. than disadvantages
62. Should governm.ents spend on saving languages with few | Discuss Education
5 i\?:aki:otlc:im Ci’:'vnegn?llt:m :eit a waste of financial resource.s. :
. auid W language for international | Are advantages more Education
communication, than disadvantages
64. | In order to learn a language well, we should learn about the Agree/Disagree Education
country as well as the cultures and lifestyles of the native people.
65. | Some languages are increasingly spoken in different countries, | Positive or negative Education
while the usage of others is rapidly declining. development
66. Fast food restaurants and supermarkets give money to schools to | Positive or negative Education
promote their products. development
67. | Distance learning cannot bring the benefit as much as attending | Agree/Disagree Education
college or university.
68. Once children start school, teachers have more influence than Agree/Disagree Education
parents on their intellectual and social development.
69. | Gapyear Are advantages more Education
than disadvantages (23/3/19)
70. In a Gap year is working better or travelling Discuss Education
71. Students today can access information online, so libraries are not Agree/Disagree Education
necessary.
72. Public libraries should provide books and Not expensive hi-tech | Agree/Disagree Education
media
73. Should government should establish free libraries in each town. | Discuss Education
OR is it a waste of money
74. Mathematics and philosophy should be optional rather than | Agree/Disagree Education
compulsory.
75. International student exchange would be beneficial for all school | Are advantages more Education
students. than disadvantages (1/6/19)
76. Teachers are better than internet or TV Agree/Disagree Education
77. In which areas are computers more important and in which areas | Direct question Education
are teachers important?
78. Some people argue that teachers are not as important as before. | Agree/Disagree Education
79. Now with the development of technology for education, there is | Agree/Disagree Education
no justification for attending lectures.
80. Are computer and Internet are better OR schools and teachers. Discuss Education
81. What do you think are the main functions of a university? Direct question Education
82. Government should make university education free for everyone | Agree/Disagree Education
83, Students should pay their full university fees Agree/Disagree Education
@& Higher education can be funded in three ways Direct question Education
85. Universities should make it easy for poor to study at. Agree/Disagree Education
86 Rote learning plays a role in many education systems. Are advantages more Education
than disadvantages
87. Should we encourage our students to evaluate and criticize | Discuss Education
teachers OR will it result in a loss of respect and discipline in
classroom.
88. Schools should reward students who show the best academic | Discuss Education

results, OR reward students who show improvements.
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89. | Studying literature is important for individual character building | Disc Catigy
ORis a waste of time. ree/disagree E\duca'
90. It is important for children to take lessons outside classroom gicuss m
91. Homeschooling OR going to school Self- Agree/disagree m
92. It is not necessary for adults to receive education in class. 5e n
study is better .  Eduae
93. | should courses of performing arts, be funded by government OR | Discuss ducatigy
through other ways e ive ;
94. | More and more :;eople are competing for a place to study in z::';;;zge:fgat Educatiq,
universities. Why? — Bl
95. | Itis more importyant for school children to learn local history than Agree/disagree Educatioy
world history. =  Edure—~
96. Schools should teach pupils according to their academic abilities, | Discuss f;';catmn
OR have pupils with different abilities study together. : /Slp)
97. Main purpose of schools Is to turn the children into good citizens Agree/disagree Education
and workers, rather than to benefit them as individuals.
98. In some countries, university students live away from home while | Are ad'vantages more Em
studying. than dus?dvantages .
99, Financial support from the government should be provided for | Agree/disagree Education
scientific research rather than research for less useful subjects. W
100. [ Not enough students are choosing to study science subjects at Cause/effects Education
university. Why? Effects? TR
101. | Should schools and teachers be provided to rural children OR | Discuss Education
should computers and internet be provided. Y
102. | The best way to remove poverty is to provide 6 years of free Agree/disagree Education
education to all children
103. | Do students only need to get primary education to solve | Discuss Education
unemployment, OR is secondary education is necessary. =
104. | Should government decide which subjects students should study | Discuss Education
at university, OR students should be allowed to apply for the
subject they prefer,
105. | What should education consist of for the development of | Direct question Education
— | individuals and the wellbeing of societies.
106. | The best way for children to learn to read is by using online | Discuss Education
materials. OR printed materials should be used.
107. | Schools should stop using books for teaching children as they find | Agree/Disagree Education
them boring, and use film, TV and computer instead. (12/10/19)
108. | Everyone should stay in school until they reach the age of 18. Agree/Disagree Education
109. | Students should be organised into groups to study. OR should be | Direct question Education
made to study alone. Tell the benefits of each study method. {4/5/19)
Which one do you think is more effective?
110. | Students should learn more practical courses like computer, OR | Discuss Education
should they learn more about theoretical
111. | Some people think typical teaching of a teacher and students in Agree/Disagree Educﬁo—n——
the class will not exist by the year 2050.
112. | Students are pushed to hard work when they are young. Positive or negative Education
development
113. | Schools offer a wide range of courses such as physical education, | Direct question Education
— music, economics, philosophy, math, English, geography, physics
and history. Which one is the most important and which one is the
least.
e
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114. | Universities should accept equal numbers of male and female | Agree/Disagree Education
students in every subject.
115. | Full time university students spend most of the time studying. | Agree/Disagree Education
They should be doing other activities too.
116. | Many people who leave school hold a negative attitude towards | Problem/Solution Education
learning.
117. | The authorities such as the government decide the subjects and | Agree/disagree Education
lesson contents. Teachers should make the choice.
118. | Nowadays sending children to boarding school is becoming | Positive or negative Education
popular. Why? development
119. | Secondary school students should study international news as one | Discuss Education
of their subjects. OR this is a waste of valuable school time.
120. | In schools and universities, girls tend to choose arts subjects, | Reasons and direct Education
—_ while boys choose science subjects. Why? Should the trend | question
change
121. | Do students benefit from going to private secondary schools. OR | Discuss Education
not.
122. | More and more students choose to go to another country for their | Are advantages more Education
higher education. than disadvantages (13/4/19)
123. | Children find it difficult to concentrate on or pay attention to | Problem/Solution Education
school. Reasons. Solutions
124. | More money should be spent on free-time activities than on | Agree/Disagree Education
education
125. | Itis neither possible nor useful for a country to provide university | Agree/Disagree Education
education to a high proportion of young people.
126. | In many countries, sport and exercise classes are replaced with | Reasons and direct Education
academic subjects. Why and its effects question
127. | We have three important parts of education: reading, writing and | Agree/Disagree Education
math. Some people think every child will benefit from a fourth skill
added to the list: computer skills.
128. | Because computers can translate all kinds of languages quickly | Agree/Disagree Education
and accurately, so learning foreign languages is a waste of time?
129. | Some children can learn efficiently by watching TV. So, they | Agree/Disagree Education
should be encouraged to watch TV both at home and at school.
130. | Schools are spending more time in traditional subjects like history | Agree/Disagree Education
etc. They should rather spend more time in teaching skills that can
help them find a job.
131. | Some people think that schoals should concentrate on academic | Agree/Disagree Education
classes, because they are helpful for future career. And they think
music and sports classes are not useful.
132. | The traditional skill of writing letters will disappear completely. | Agree/Disagree Education
How important do you think is letter-writing? Direct question
133. | Some people believe that reading stories from a book is better | Agree/Disagree Education
than watching TV or playing computer games for children. (18/7/19)
134. | The only way to protect the environment is at an international | Agree/Disagree Environment
level.
135, [ It is important to protect the environment, but people make no | Reasons/solutions Environment
effort. Why? Solutions
136. | Environmental problems are too big for individuals to be solved | Discuss Environment
OR individuals can solve problems with government action.
137. | Why global steps to save environment have failed Problem/solution Environment
138. | Another version of essay 138 Environment
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. isCUSS Environm,
139. | Isindustrial growth necessary to solve poverty, ORis it leading t© g E\em
poverty and should be stopped. : iscuss Nvironm,
140. | Is economic development necessary to reduce pover?v ORthlet alix (14/2/19&}m
should be stopped immediately to stop damaging
environment. . Disagree Environ
1a1. | Governments should focus on reducing environmental pollution Agree/ Ment
and housing problems to prevent illness anddiseaseé ___—— Agree/Disagfee m
142. | The best way to solve the world’s environmental problem is to t
increase the price of fuel. problem/50|Uti°" m
143. | The natural resources such as oil, forests and fresh water are
being consumed at an alarming rate. : ﬁ
144. | Companies and private individials, and not governments, should | Agree/Disagree I"onment
pay the bill of pollution. = i
145. | Technology c;)uses environmental problems. The solution is | Discuss Environmeny
everyone accepts a simpler way of life, OR technology can solve
these problems. s ;
146. | Most countries do not recycle their waste like paper, glass, and Reasons/Solutions Environmen
aluminum cans. Reasons? . : Environment
147. | The amount of noise people make has to be controlled strictly. OR | Discuss nment
people should be free to make as much noise as they wish. - .
148. | In some cities, government has imposed a congestion tax during Positive or negative Environment
rush hours. development
149. | Instead of preventing climate change we should find a way to live Agree/disagree Environment
with it. S|
150. | The responsibility to prevent environmental damage is on | Agree/disagree Environment
politicians not individuals.
151. | Household waste e.g. food packaging is increasing day by day. Reasons/Solutions Environnm
152. | In some countries the use of alternative sources of energy are | Positive or negative Environment
encouraged, development
153. | Nuclear energy is a better choice for meeting increasing demand. | Direct question Environment
Do you support its use
154. | International community must act immediately to ensure all | Agree/disagree Environment
nations reduce consumption of fossil fuels e.g. gas and oil.
155. | Should government strictly control the supply of fresh water, OR | Discuss Environment
we can use as much water as we want.
156. | The main benefit of international cooperation is in protection of | Discuss Environment
the environment, OR is in the world business.
157. | The increased demand for oil and gas has made it necessary to | Are advantages more Environment
locate these sources in remote areas. (Against drilling) than disadvantages
158. | The increased demand for oil and gas has made it necessary to | Are advantages more Environment
locate these sources in remote areas. (For drilling) than disadvantages
159. Vehicle-frge day_ - private vehicles banned while the public | Are advantages more Environment
transport is permitted than disadvantages
160. | Nowadays, people always thrc?w the old things away when they | Cause/Effect Environment
buy new things and don't repair. Why? Effects?
126/1. We have developed into a “throw-away” culture Agree/disagree Envir;n—rfﬂl‘-f‘nT
- Solutions
162. | To s?lve the pro.blem of traffic congestion government should Agree/disagree Environment
provide free public transport 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
» . . ° x B
163. ‘S/ar]r;; 7;;::::;:;:;25;2:8 a lot to make it easier to use bicycle, Reasons/Solutions Environment
;_-‘____/
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Consumerism

164. | Throwaway society — getting rid of old things to buy the new Are advantages more
than disadvantages
165. | Consumerism and damage to environment Reasons and solutions Consumerism
166. | Consumer goods are cheaper to buy. Are advantages more Consumerism
than disadvantages (29/6/19)
167. | Do manufacturers and supermarkets have the responsibility to | Discuss Environment
reduce the amount of packaging of goods. OR customers should (25/4/19)
avoid buying goods with a lot of packaging.
168. | The best way to improve road safety is to increase the minimum Agree/disagree Environment
legal age for driving
169. | The only way to improve the safety on our own road is to have | Agree/disagree Environment
stricter punishment for driving offenders.
170. | Should governments spend money on building train and subway | Discuss Environment
lines to reduce traffic congestion. OR build more roads (7/11/19)
171. | Everyone in the world want to own a car, a TV and a fridge. Are advantages more Environment
than disadvantages
172. | The number of people using bikes as main transport mode is | Reasons/solutions Environment

decreasing, even though it is so beneficial. Why? How people can
be encouraged to use more bicycles?

173.
173

In some cities people are choosing cars instead of bicycles, while
in other cities riding bikes are replacing cars. Why? Whatis better?

Direct question

Environment
(11/5/19)

174. | The high volume of road traffic is a problem. Reasons/solutions Reasons/Solutions Environment

175. | The unlimited use of cars may cause many problems. What are Problem/solution Environment
those? Solutions

176. | Some people claim that there are more disadvantages of the car Agree/disagree Environment
than its advantages.

177. | Some people think the government should pay for increasing | Discuss Environment
roads, while others think the car owners should pay for it.

178. | Small town-centre shops are going out of business because people | Are advantages more Environment
tend to drive to large out-of-town stores. Peaple without cars | than disadvantages
have limited access to out-of town stores, and it may result in an
increase in the use of cars.

179. | Itismore importantto plant treesin towns and cities than to build | Problem/solution Environment
more houses.

180. | The key to solving environmental problems is for the present | Agree/Disagree Environment
generation to sacrifice their convenient life (or live a less
comfortable life) for the sake of future generations. To what
extent do you agree or disagree?

181. | Cultural traditions may be destroyed when they are used as | Discuss Tourism
money-making attractions aimed at tourists. OR it is the only way
to save these traditions.

182. | When visiting other countries, how can visitors learn about | Direct question Tourism

<2 | culture and tradition of other countries? Why do some people
learn about culture and tradition of foreign countries while other
people do not?

183. | Some people believe that air travel should be restricted because | Agree/disagree Environment
it causes serious pollution and uses up the world's fuel resources.

184, | Air travel can only benefit the richest people in the world. | Agree/disagree Environment
Ordinary people can get no advantage with the development of
air travel.

185. | International travel makes people prejudiced rather than broad- | Problem/solution International

minded.

tourism
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